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Bus and coach registrations fall 13.3% in 2010, after weak December
· Overall bus and coach volumes fall 15.5% in month and 13.3% over the full year.

· Coach volumes rose by 15.1% in 2010, despite a slowdown in December.

· Bus registrations fell by 16.1% in 2010, although the fall in December was less pronounced

· Midi-buses (8.5-16t) registrations rose by 20.0% in December.

“Bus and coach registrations fell for a third successive year in 2010, as forecast, down 13.3% on the 2009 
total and 43.3% off the pre-recession 2007 total of 12,241,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT Chief Executive.  “There
 are some encouraging signs in the van-based bus and coach market though bigger coach registrations 
remain depressed.  Bus volumes have fallen 45% since 2007.  We expect further difficulties in the short 
and medium term, but hope that new, greener products can help seed pockets of growth.”
It is important to remember that the very long lead times between bus and coach sales and registration delay 
the sector’s apparent reaction to economic trends.
Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2005 to December 2010
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.

December 2010 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2010


	
	Month
	% change*
	Year-to-date
	% change*
	Full year 2010
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	394
	-15.5%
	6,923
	-13.3%
	6,923
	-13.3%

	Buses above 8.5t
	182
	15.2%
	2,219
	-33.6%
	2,219
	-33.6%

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Minibuses to 3.5t
	50
	117.4%
	361
	-15.7%
	361
	-15.7%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	145
	-39.1%
	3,522
	0.6%
	3,522
	0.6%

	8.5 – 16t
	66
	20.0%
	954
	-21.2%
	954
	-21.2%

	16t +
	0
	-100.0%
	315
	-57.7%
	315
	-57.7%

	Single-deck buses total
	261
	-22.3%
	5,152
	-12.5%
	5,152
	-12.5%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	116
	39.8%
	950
	-31.4%
	950
	-31.4%

	All buses
	377
	-10.0%
	6,102
	-16.1%
	6,102
	-16.1%

	All coaches
	17
	-63.8%
	821
	15.1%
	821
	15.1%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	5
	0.0%
	132
	207.0%
	132
	207.0%

	Coaches 16t+
	12
	-71.4%
	689
	2.8%
	689
	2.8%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   
The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.
The December bus and coach table shows new bus registrations and includes a one-off change 
related to a vehicle builder for which registration details were not previously available for publication.  
The SMMT can now collect and use this data; it is in ‘Other UK’ for December 2010, though the firm 
registered vehicles throughout  the year.  The one-off ammendment implies the need for caution when 
making comparisons with 2009 figures.
Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)

*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before: N%; no registrations year before

RYT: Rolling Year Total

The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media. The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle. Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce vehicles is down 28%, water use is down 34% and 73% less waste enters landfill sites. Average new car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 17% compared to 2000 levels. For more details, see SMMT’s 11th Annual Sustainability Report or Motor Industry Facts at www.smmt.co.uk/publications.  

Media contacts:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)20 7344 9222 or +44 (0)7 974 436 641 or rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registrations markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2003 to December 2010
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SD Buses: Single Deck Buses

DD Buses: Double Deck Buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS: Bus and Coach report NR3B&C
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